NEU Antiwar Conference Jan30 MIT 

9:30 to 10:30 AM - Registration
10:30 to 12:00 AM - Panel #1 (90 min)
12:05 to 1:20 PM - Workshop Session #1 (75 min)
1:20 to 1:35 PM - Break
1:35 to 3:05 PM - Panel #2 (90 min)
3:10 to 4:25 PM - Workshop Session #2 (75 min)
4:30 to 4:45 PM - Break
4:45 to 6:15 PM - Organizing Session (90 min)
6:30 PM to late evening – Social at Bertucci's (the one between MIT and Central Square)
PANEL #1 The Drive Towards Empire and Endless War, moderator: Chris Gauvreau
• Glen Ford, Black Agenda Report & Black is Back
• Saadia Toor, Action for a Progressive Pakistan, BIO
• Bruce Gagnon, Global Network Against Weapons and Nuclear Power in Space, BIO
• Michael Schwartz, author of War Without End End: The Iraq War in Context, BIO*
 
WORKSHOP SESSION #1
• The War at Home led by Jon Flanders, Troy NY Labor Council, BIO*& Nellie Bailey    Harlem Tenants Council, BIO*
• In Our Lifetimes! Obama, the NPT and the International Struggle for a World Free of Nuclear Weapons led by Joe Gerson of AFSC, BIO
• Resistance within the Military: The Renewed Struggles Against U.S.Imperialism led by Priscilla Loundes, BIO, March Forward!, Ryan Henowitz, and reps from IVAW & VFP
• Covert and False Flag Operations and 9/11: Pretext for the Continuing War on Terror led by Peter Dale Scott; Paul Zarembka, BIO, contributing ed.: The Hidden History of 9/11; and Barry Zwicker, author of Towers of Deception: The Media Cover-up of 9/11, BIO 
• War in Latin America by Omar Sierra, Venezuelan Consulate, Antoine del Castro Rio,   Colombian Polo Democrá Democrático, & Tito Meza, Proyecto Hondureno, BIO 
 
 PANEL #2  Debunking the War on Terror, moderator: Lisa Savage
• Salma Abu Ayyash, Palestinian activist, BIO*
• Pardiss Kebriaei, Guantanamo Attorney at the Center for Constitutional Rights; BIO
• Danny Schechter, Journalist and Executive Editor of MediaChannel.org, BIO*
• Peter Dale Scott, author of The Road to 9/11: Wealth, Empire, & the Future of America, BIO  
WORKSHOP SESSION #2 
• Global Warming and War led by Ted Glick, Climate Crisis Coalition, BIO; Maggie Zhou, Secure Green Future, a project of Massachusetts Coalition for Healthy Communities, BIO; & Joel Kovel, “End Times in Cop​enhagen,” BIO
• Israel as an Apartheid State led by Nancy Murray, BIO*; Sarah Roche-Mahdi, CODEPINK,  BIO*
• Student Organizing led by Wes Strong et al., CT Students Against the War
• Cutting War Spending 25%, Funding Jobs and Neighborhoods led by Mike Prokosch, Dorchester People for Peace, BIO*
• Haiti's Unnatural Disaster: Send Doctors, Not Troops! led by Ashley Smith; Jacques-Antoine Jean, "Haiti Focus," MIT Radio; Josue Renaud, NE Human Rights Organization. 

ORGANIZING SESSION, moderator: Mark Stahl 
March 20 mobilization (50 mins) presenters: Marilyn Levin, Chris Gonsalves
End Gaza Siege (20 mins) presenters: Sarah Roche-Mahdi, Nancy Murray

Redirect Military Spending (20 mins) presenters: Mike Prokosch, Mark Roman


SOCIAL: 6:30 pm at Bertucci's
*BIOS not online (in alphabetical order):

Salma Abu Ayyash is a Palestinian born in Jordan.  She is a local Palestinian rights activist and co-founder of the Boston Palestine Film Festival(BPFF). She is an Electrical Engineer by training. Salma taught high school math and science. She is currently co-curator of the BPFF, is a freelance Arabic-English translator, and teaches as an adjunct at Roxbury Community College.

Joseph Antoine Castro Del Rio is a 21 year old born and raised in Cundinamarca, Colombia; political activist, member of POLO DEMOCRATICO ALTERNATIVO, and co-founder of the POLO Boston Committee; public administration student, who came to the U.S. 6 years ago as an immigrant in the daily struggle for a better Colombia.

Nellie Hester Bailey is co-founder and current Director of the Harlem Tenants Council. Bailey is the recipient of numerous awards including the prestigious Alston Bannerman Fellowship in 2001, the Union Square Award for Grassroots Activists in 2001; and a 2005 Proclamation from the New York City Council for services rendered to indigent tenants throughout the city. A committed internationalist, Bailey served as an International Election Observer in South African’s first free elections in 1994; a delegate at the Fourth World Conference on Women in Beijing, China in 1995; and led a Harlem delegation to the 1996 UN Conference on Human Habitat II in Istanbul, Turkey. Bailey hosts a weekly radio program “Inside Housing” on WHCR 90.3 FM Radio in Harlem. Media outlets that have reported on the work of Bailey and the Harlem Tenants Council include the New York Times, the Amsterdam News, The Final Call, the Guardian, BBC World News, NPR, WBAI, NBC, ABC and others. In 2007 NY1 profiled Bailey and the work of the Harlem Tenants Council for its Black History Month program.

Jon Flanders has been a labor activist since the 1970's. Currently he is a member and past president of IAM Local Lodge 1145 and a trustee of the Troy Area Labor Council, AFL-CIO. He is a co-chair of Railroad Workers United, a rank and file caucus of rail workers, and writes and photographs for MRZine.

Dr. Sarah Roche-Mahdi, scholar, writer, activist; specializes in subversive European literature at the time of the Crusades and the history of Western persecution of the Other. Coordinator of CODEPINK Greater Boston, she has participated in three CODEPINK peace delegations in the past year, including the Gaza Freedom March.

Nancy Murray is the founder and president of the Gaza Mental Health Foundation, Inc. Holding a BA from Harvard University and a B.Phil. and Ph.D. from Oxford University, she has taught at universities and worked as a human rights activist in the United Kingdom, and Kenya as well as the United States. The author of Palestinians: Life Under Occupation (1991), she has written numerous articles on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and serves on the editorial committee of the British journal Race & Class.  She is a member of the international steering committee of the Gaza Freedom March, of the advisory board of the US Campaign to End the Israeli Occupation and of the Boston Coalition for Palestinian Rights.

Mike Prokosch is a member of Dorchester People for Peace and UJP's 25% task force. He joined Students for a Democratic Society during the Vietnam War and worked 12 years for CISPES, the Committee in Solidarity with the People of El Salvador. He then worked at United for a Fair Economy, the UMass Lowell Labor Extension Program, and now at Community Labor United, helping organize a Green Justice campaign.

Michael Schwartz’ book, War Without End: The Iraq War in Context, was published last year.  It  describes the political and economic causes and consequences of the Iraq war, analyzing how the roots of the war in the militarized geopolitics of oil led the U.S. to dismantle the Iraqi state and economy while fueling sectarian civil war inside Iraq.  A professor of sociology at Stony Brook State University, Schwartz is the  author of award winning books on popular protest and insurgency (Radical Protest and Social Structure), and on American business and government dynamics(The Power Structure of American Business, with Beth Mintz).  His work on Iraq has appeared in numerous academic and popular outlets, including TomDispatch, Asia Times, Mother Jones, Cities and Contexts.   His email address is ms42@optonline.net. 

Danny Schechter "the News Dissector," is an independent filmmaker, writer and activist who specializes in economic and media issues. He is executive editor of MediaChannel.org, the world's largest online media issues online network, and recipient of many awards including one for his News Dissector Blog. He spent many years in Boston area media at WBCN, WGBH, and WCVB. He worked for CNN and ABC News, has written ll books on social and political issues,  and directed 30 documentaries including his latest, Plunder: The Crime of Our Time, on the financial crisis as a crime story.
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